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NOTICE:

The next meeting of the BRRCC will be Tuesday, Feb 12th at the Greenwell Springs Rd. Library at 7:00pm
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
and please remember to pay your dues prior to January 31, 2008 or be dropped from the membership list.

With this issue I would like to start 2 new sections to the newsletter (1) “Presidents Comments” and 

(2) “On the Building Board”.  For “On the Building Board”, I will need your help. Please, let’s share our fortunes or misfortunes with the rest of the club.  This can be an informal product review or just letting club members in on your next project.  Let’s have fun with this.  If you have something to share, E-mail pictures and written information to me.  If you do not have E-mail, give me a call and we can work something out.  I know we all have ongoing or planned projects.  Let me hear about them.
President’s Comments

It is important to attend your monthly BRRCC meetings as often as you can. It is a way to show support, have your voice heard, and just enjoy the fellowship of your RC friends. The after meeting demonstrations are fun and I always manage to learn something new.
On the Building Board
A tale of two dogs – one registered and the other a real dog.
Over the past few months I have been working on two Cessna L-19 Bird Dogs, both electric. 
(1) Bird –E-Dog built from plans purchased from Model Aviation and (2) ARF from Hobby Lobby .
I also purchased 2 books - “Lovable One-Niner” and Squadron/Signal Publication #87 “O-1 Bird Dog” to help me choose a color scheme and for documentation.  The Bird-E-Dog was easy to build and was a good starting place for me to get introduced to electrics.  The plans called for a 3 channel plane. I added ailerons and flaps.  When it was completed, it flew very well; however, one day while working in the shop, I knocked it off the wall (and it had been flown only a couple of times).  The tail feathers hit my building board and then it landed nose down on the floor.  Being a stick-and-tissue model, it was basically destroyed.  Even the motor shaft was bent.  At least I still had the wing and another model could easily be built at a later date.
Months later I get an E-mail add from Hobby-Lobby announcing a “crash” sale on an L-19 Bird Dog.  Crash sale meant the price was reduced, nearly ½.  I couldn’t resist; so, I placed my order immediately.  Prior to the order arriving, I researched the model through a couple of discussion groups on the internet.  The news wasn’t good.  The wings are warped and they don’t line up with the tail surfaces, and the landing gear is very weak.  However, with a little work the plan can be made to fly.  When the plane arrived, I spent hours working on wing alignment and 
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getting the wing incidence correct.  I was not too worried about the landing gear.
While working on the ARF, I decided to build another fuselage for the Bird-E-Dog.  I had enough extra balsa lying around and all I had to purchase was the orange covering.  When both were finished, to the flying field I went (a local park).  Not a good day.  First I tried the Bird-E-Dog as I knew it would fly well.  I was wrong – it lifted off and went into a gentle right turn that became tighter and tighter until it stalled and hit the ground.  There was minor damage to the cabin area when the wing came off.  Put this one up and out came the ARF.  I lined it up into the wind and began my take off roll which soon turned into a ground loop.  I tried many more times and couldn’t even get the plane to get light on its wheels.  So, I took both back the shop.  Repairs were made to the scratch build and alignment checked on the ARF.  Several days later it was back to the park.  First up the Bird-E-Dog.  Take off fine but it again began a right turn but I was able to correct; however, the plan was still unstable.  I put it back on the ground and decided to move the batter forward, even though it balanced where indicated.  The next flight was a dream.  Nice and slow and under control.  Now for the ARF.  Lined up and headed into the wind, another ground loop; however, it showed signs of getting light on the wheels.  Several more tries and I still couldn’t get it off the ground.  Back to the shop.  
The Bird-E-Dog handled well.  Rudder response was great but the ailerons were weak.  I added more throw and added differential between up and down movement.  Now it flies great – a registered dog.  As for the ARF, it makes an excellent car with wings – a real dog.  It shows no tendency to take flight.  Being it has a greater wing loading than the scratch built, it may need more power.  I may try that at a later date.  Now I know why the ARF was on a “Crash” sale.
Product Review
 As I said earlier, I would like to use a part of this news letter for a product review – good or bad.  The Bird-E-Dog is covered with a product called AeroKote Lite™ sold by Sig Manufacturing.    What brought me to try this covering are the 36 colors available and the light weight.  I found it not the easiest covering to apply as it has a tendency to form a tight roll after the backing is removed and it tends to stick to itself if the undersides tough. Once applied, it does a beautiful job.  I have used it twice and plan it use it again in the future. 


 The following is from Sig’s web page.

AeroKote Lite(tm) is premium polyester covering material perfect for small, lightweight flying model airplanes. It is easy to apply, and with its revolutionary adhesive system, resists wrinkling and maintains its position long after application. Using lower heat levels than other films, there is less chance to have covering induced warps in lighter built structures. The opacity of AeroKote Lite(tm) is superior to other films due to its unique coating system. Mineral stains, ink and pencil marks - all disappear under AeroKote Lite(tm). AeroKote Lite(tm)'s adhesive is glow fuel resistant; making those un-seemly seams a thing of the past. And since it is a true polyester film, you can be assured of high strength and excellent shrinking properties for wingtips and other compound curves. Each roll is 31-1/2 inches wide (800 mm) x 78-3/4 inches (2 meters) long giving you up to 25% more usable covering material than its leading competition. It is highly fuel proof for both glow fuels and gasoline, and weighs only .20 ounces per square foot (5.8 grams per square foot). AeroKote Lite(tm) is available in more than 36 vibrant shades including opaque, transparent, pearl and metallic colors. Each color gives the appearance of an expertly painted gloss finish that looks great on any model airplane.
                                           Pat Beard - Editor        
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